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"My Lord and my God."
John 20 : 28

"My Lord and my God."
Excerpts from http://newchristianbiblestudy.org/bible/stories/

John 20: 26-28

A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!”
 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.”
 Thomas said, My Lord and my God! (John 20:28.) 
Thomas is called "the doubting Thomas," yet Thomas was the only one of the Apostles who called Jesus "my Lord and my God."

To these words of Thomas, Jesus replied, "Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed." (John 20:29.)
Who is God?

If we are to make the First and Great Commandment to love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength the centre of our life, the first question is, Who is God? 
For if we do not know who He is, we certainly cannot love Him with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength.

It is important not only to know, if possible, who our Lord and God is, but also to know the nature, attributes, or qualities of God

A man can become an image of God if he has a living faith and desire, but he can strive intelligently toward this goal only if he has a clear idea of God and His relation to man.

God Willed to Be Conjoined With Man
The Lord said: "That they all may be one: as thou, Father, art in Me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: ... I in them, and thou in Me, that they may be made perfect in one." (John 17:21, 23.)
It is the nature of love to give itself to others. It is the very nature of the Divine Love to give its life, its love, and its wisdom to man. If man reciprocates the Lord's love, then the Lord conjoins Himself to man and man to the Lord.
Between the Divine, called the Father, and the Human, called the Son, there was a perfect union, so that the Human was not only a receptacle of life but became the very Divine life, and thus became God. As the Lord said: "I am the resurrection and the life." (John 11:25.) and "I am the way, the truth and the life." (John 14:6.) 
Man can never become life itself, for if he did he would be a god. But man can receive the life of love and faith from the Lord. As the Lord cannot give the life of Divine Love and Wisdom to man, to be man's own and thus to enable him to become a god, and as the Lord longs to communicate His love and wisdom to man, out of His love He gives His love and wisdom to man, so that man may feel it entirely as if it were his own; although man should then acknowledge that he has nothing that is not given him from the Lord out of heaven. If man receives the life of love and wisdom from the Lord, and acknowledges that it is the Lord's in him, then the Lord is conjoined with man in the love and wisdom that man has received from the Lord. Then are fulfilled the words of the Lord, "I in them, and Thou in Me, that they may be made perfect in one." (John 17:23.)

News 
Change of Venue :                                                                           In 2016, worship will take place in Aubin Grove, every Sunday at 10.30am (mob: 0407 448 405) unless otherwise indicated.
Val is now back at Shawford Lodge and recovering well from her hip operation. We all send you our love and best wishes Val.

Retreat : In Busselton in April for 3 nights in the school holidays- Friday ,Saturday and Sunday - 15th,16th and 17th.   

Geographe Bayview Resort http://www.bayviewhotels.com/geographe/index.aspx?page=home
Birthdays:  Happy birthday to Mary and Anni, both on the 22nd .                                                                                 
April Calendar 2016
	Sunday 3rd
	10.30   Worship       Shared lunch.
	Aubin Grove

	Sunday 10th 
	10.30   Worship      Shared lunch. 
	Aubin Grove

	Sunday 17th 
	10.30   Worship       Shared lunch.
Retreat weekend
	Aubin Grove

	Sunday 24th 
	10.30 Worship        Shared lunch.

	Aubin Grove
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We are all created to become angels of Heaven which is a kingdom of communities.
Based on the Holy Bible, The New Church gains further inspiration and understanding through the Heavenly Doctrines revealed by the Lord and published by 18th century scientist and theologian Emanuel Swedenborg.      In the 35 volumes of this new Revelation we see the Lord's plan for a rebirth of Christianity, a clear vision of God in His own Word, and what that means in our lives.
Worship Services are held weekly at 10.30am
Aubin Grove.
Sunday school concurrently
http://www.newchurch.org/societies/perth/newsletters
http://newchurch.net.au/locations/perth-aurora-circle
www.newchurch.org
Aurora Face book page was created in 2007 by the young people at a Saturday afternoon gathering. Here is the address.

www.facebook.com/aurora.circle
Book orders: www.swedenborg.com.au
We sponsor “The Loving Arms Mission” in Nepal, 
Home for orphaned children. 

ONLINE donations
 Church: Westpac:  BSB 036302: account number 189720 
Loving Arms: Westpac: BSB 036019: account number 230169
Name: The General Church of the New Jerusalem-Perth Circle
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