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March/April 2019 
 
 

 

 

And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top 

to the bottom; and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent; 

Matt 27: 51 
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The meaning of Easter (excerpt from Offthelefteye) 

Jesus Christ came into the world to straighten up and divide up the heavens, to be sure 

that heaven was a safe and happy place for everyone. He went around and pulled 

people from the lower heavens into the higher heavens they were meant for, and the 

devils were sorted from the good people and sent back to hell because they were 

repulsed by Jesus’s goodness. 

This story is told through correspondences in the Old Testament story of the Israelites in 

Egypt and their journey to the Promised Land: 

 The fact that Israelites are slaves in Egypt corresponds to the idea of the 

captives in lower earth, as well as the parts of us that are trapped until the Lord 

comes to us in our own lives. 

 Moses leading the Israelites to the Promised Land corresponds to the initial 

leading of the simple, good people to heaven, as well as our own struggle to accept 

a heavenly mindset. 

 Once the Israelites get to the Promised Land, they still have to fight and 

conquer the land of Canaan. This corresponds to the sorting of hell, as well as the 

internal fighting of hell in our own lives. 

Now, we move on to the idea of sacrifice, especially the sacrifice of lambs. Why does 

blood have to be involved in the Passover? Why a lamb? Remember in the Bible there is 

a lot of sacrifice, and this doesn’t happen because God is fond of sacrifice. It happens 

because it was already the language of the people. They spoke the language of sacrifice. 

Jesus desired mercy instead of sacrifice. Blood is the symbol of living truth—water is 

taken into the body and enables the blood to continue to move, fueled by water—hence 

its meaning as the living water, or living truth. 
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Based on that symbolism, it makes sense that blood was used to mark the “passed over” 

doors during the Passover, as the “living truth” protected the people inside. However, 

why a lamb? A lamb is the image of innocence, which is a willingness to follow 

God.  

Jesus’s time on the cross was a picture of total willingness to follow the Divine plan, no 

matter the consequences. He is the epitome of innocence itself, and a lamb is a 

symbol of that innocence.  

The Lord is innocence itself—the innocence in his kingdom—because every trace of 

innocence comes from him, which is why he is called the Lamb . . . In the highest sense, 

the Passover lamb is the Lord . . . because Passover symbolized the Lord’s 

transformation, or the robing of his human part in divinity. In a representative 

sense it symbolizes human rebirth, and the Passover lamb symbolizes the vital element 

in rebirth, which is innocence. No one can be regenerated except by charity that 

contains innocence. (Secrets of Heaven §3994:6) 

From this perspective, the depth of Jesus’s suffering on the cross is impossible to 

entirely understand, as it was much more than just a physical battle against pain. The 

innocence shown through his suffering for the divine plan, through his willingness to 

continue on his path, overwhelms any human idea of innocence or love.  

In three of the four Gospel accounts of Jesus’s death, they describe the veil of the 

temple being torn in half just before he passed.; the veil tears into two pieces of its 

own accord—how does anyone try and explain that? Remember, first, that some 

accounts also describe an earthquake as Jesus died on the cross, which symbolizes a 

change in the church and in the human mind. Jesus’s death and resurrection initiated 

huge changes in every person’s internal life. The veil represented the oneness of the 

humanity of Jesus and his divine soul. The change started immediately with physical 

https://www.swedenborg.com/product/secrets-heaven-1-nce/
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consequences in the world: an earthquake and a mysterious splitting veil as Jesus ended 

his natural life on earth. There was also the idea of bodies rising from graves, of which 

Swedenborg says: The appearance of dead saints there symbolized the fact that people 

in the spiritual church were saved and were eventually taken up to the Holy City, 

meaning heaven. Until that time they were kept in an underground realm. (AC 9229:10) 

 

After Jesus dies, the angel rolls back the stone, which means that divine truth was 

being opened up and revealed. In our own lives, our resurrection happens when we 

go through hard things and come through them with new insights and ways of living. 

You’ve lived through despair and sadness. When we talk about the freeing of the 

captives, we’re talking about ourselves as well. God came to rescue all of us with the 

truth—it will set us free. God comes to us in our lives during those dark times. He’s the 

dawn for each of us. This is the promise that is within the Easter story—a promise of 

good things to come after the struggle and sadness. The dawning of the Lord’s kingdom 

for each person saves us and brings us closer to God. 
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Birthdays: March: Keagan(18) Cynthia(23)Elaine(27) April: Mary, 
Annaleen  (22)                                                  

Godly Play: Deb has now trained and will be teaching the children 
every second and fourth Sunday at 10:30am. Thank you Deb! 

Pastoral Visit:  Rev Howard Thompson is visiting 15, 16,17 March 

Calendar March 

Sun 3 March 10:30am Worship Environmental Centre, end 
of Groat St, N Beach 

Sun 10 March 9am Logo Praxis 
10:30 am Worship 

McDougall House  
Clydesdale Road Como 

Fri 15 March 4pm children’s class 
Rev Thompson 

TBA 

 6 pm Meal  “The Lounge” Guildford 

Sat 16 March 10am class Rev 
Thompson 

The Dome Bassendean 

Sun 17 March 10:30am Worship 
led by Rev Moffatt 
and Rev Thompson  
Holy Supper  
Shared meal 

Environmental Centre, end 
of Groat St, N Beach 

Sun 24 March 9am Logo Praxis 
10:30 am Worship 

McDougall House  
Clydesdale Road Como 

Sun 31 March Home worship  

 April  
 

Sun 7 April 10:30am Worship Environmental Centre, end 
of Groat St, N Beach 

Sun 14 April 9am Logo Praxis 
10:30 am Worship 

McDougall House  
Clydesdale Road Como 

Sun 21 April 10:30am Worship  Environmental Centre, 
end of Groat St, N Beach 

Sun 28 April 9am Logo Praxis 
10:30 am Worship 

McDougall House  
Clydesdale Road Como 
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We are all created to become angels of Heaven 

which is a kingdom of communities. 
 
 

Based on the Holy Bible, The New Church gains further inspiration and 
understanding through the Heavenly Doctrines revealed by the Lord and 
published by 18th century scientist and theologian Emanuel Swedenborg.      
In the 35 volumes of this new Revelation we see the Lord's plan for a rebirth 
of Christianity, a clear vision of God in His own Word, and what that means in 
our lives. 

 

Worship: 10:30am on the Second and Fourth 
Sundays with Godly Play for children  

 

 Venue:  Mc Dougall House Clydesdale Road  

Como 

 

www.newchurch.org 

Book orders: 0407 448405 

 
 

ONLINE donations Westpac        

Church:   BSB 036-302: ACC 189720 

Godly Play: BSB 036-019 ACC 258487 

Starting Over Support   BSB 036-019   ACC 230169 

 

http://www.newchurch.org/about/swedenborg
http://www.newchurch.org/
http://www.swedenborg.com.au/

