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“All religion has relation 
to life and the life of 
religion is to do good”. 

Swedenborg 
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Pathway to the Future 
 

‘Do you not realise I should be doing my Father’s work?’  Luke 2: 49 
 

Joseph and Mary were aware that the child born and the son given was 

special.  Jesus was a Divine gift.  He may appear to be like any other child but 

he was special.  Within him was an ideal, a way, a body of truth, for his life 

was to be lived with Divine implications. 
 

You can see this in the recorded life of Jesus.  In the Beatitudes which are our 

guide in relationship with others, we can see something of our guide for 

living.  The actions of his life of teaching and healing again present us with a 

picture of someone special. 
 

But both in Joseph and Mary, and in the disciples who followed Jesus, it was 

after the event, rather than in the event itself, that they appreciated what was 

involved in his words and actions. 
 

The Danish philosopher Kierkegaard made the following comment: ‘We live 

looking forward, but understand it by looking backward’.  Those are true 

words.  To look forwards is only to see the unknown.  When you look back on 

your life you can see a direction and a pattern.  You might think that you have 

done very little, but as you look back you realise that that is not the case.  You 

can see also the influence you have had on others, 

though at the time you would not have thought it 

possible.  You can also become aware of the 

changes in your own life.  Hindsight can be a 

great instructor, if only we would be aware, and 

willing to accept, the opportunities to learn.  
 

We live for the future – our eternal life; and the structure of that life can be 

sensed in the life we are living now.  For we are gathering truth, to be used by 

us as a guide, in fulfilment of the life of the future. 
 

Jesus as an infant went down to Egypt which is symbolic of knowledge and 

learning.  He was found in the temple in discussion with the rabbis.  All this 

was a portent of the future when he would teach and preach of the coming of 

the Kingdom of God. 
 

Our Church teachings state that twelve, the age of Jesus when he entered the 

temple to discuss with the rabbis, signifies all things of good and truth, as well 

as an introduction to these things for his Human concerning the things of 

heaven and the church.  [Apocalypse Explained para. 430
16

] 
 

So much of the past sets our pathway for the future – that is why we look 

forward.  We gather now those things which are of true value to us, the things 

of goodness and truth.  They become the foundation for our spiritual growth. 



And the more we are able to remember and use them in life, the more do they become a part of 

experience for us.  It is this application, rather than the simple knowing what truth might state, which is 

important.  We see it in action by our deeds.  So too with goodness, which expresses love.  If you are 

interested in something then you build a love for it – you make it a part of your make-up.  And together, 

truth and good in action as experience, gives us a confidence in accepting the things of heaven in the 

structure of our life now. 
 

The church is real for us like the concept of heaven.  Our spirituality then flows forth from us into all we 

say and do, and we find joy in doing the Lord’s work, helping others to discover their spiritual self and 

allowing it to influence their life for use and service. 
 

Rev Leslie Chambers, a British New Church Minister now living in the higher life. 
 

o  O  o 
 

Mt. Waverley Church Closing Service  
 Sunday March the 3rd again saw 426 High Street Road, Mt Waverley, come alive with 
lively worship ably lead by Rev David Moffat (President of the New Church in Australia) 
and supported by Rev John Teed and Rev Trevor Moffat (both previous serving 
ministers in Victoria), and by people from both near and far making a wonderful effort 
to be there.  The church was filled with laughter and happy memories were relived and 
shared allowing people to connect with each other on many levels. 
 It may have been the building that brought all together on this occasion but was it 
really?  Or was it the memories (remains) being stirred again by the Lord for His own 
ends.   
 For those who form the core of the worship group, it was a day tinged with sadness 
and maybe some regrets for what might have been but as the Lord’s words, through 
the sermon, resounded for the children of Israel to move on, to follow the Lord without 
question or doubt so we too are asked to do the same and like the children of Israel we 
too can leave the Ark behind in the River Jordan because we have it in our hearts.  
 A building in the end is just a building - bricks and mortar, in some ways cold and 
hard.  The real church on the other hand is vibrant, confident and alive and well in the 
hearts and minds of those who willingly follow the Lord Jesus Christ.  We wish you well 
in your endeavours to follow our Lord with the confidence and the assurance that He is 
in control and has all well in hand.        

Len and Judy Robinson (Ballarat) 
 

o  O  o 
 

Church Closing Lunch 
 Most of the 63 members and friends present at the closing service stayed on firstly 
for light refreshments in the Foyer during which time greetings were read from the 
Roseville and Perth New Church societies plus a personal reflection from Rev. Ian 

Arnold.  The involvement of past members at Mt. Waverley, many of whom are now 
living in the spiritual world, was recognized. 
 It was then on into hall to partake of a veritable feast provided by the Church and 
organised by Alexis Jarvis who brought some dishes including those for the special 
dietary requirements.  The main dishes of cold meats, salads and all the trimmings 

came from local caterers.  There was much chatter which went on into the afternoon 
despite the rather oppressive heat on the day.  Fans helped to keep the air circulating.  
 So ended a memorable day and era in the life of The New Church in Melbourne.  
 

Working Bees 
 Thanks are offered to those who came to the Church a week before the Closing 
service to do some necessary cleaning and re-arranging of furniture.  During the week 
following the closing service, more working bees were held to organize items of 
furniture etc. for placing into storage and disposing of those deemed to be no longer 

required.  Some of these are now with members and friends who wished to ensure 
they had a good home. 
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New Venue – Wadham House Mt. Waverley 
 Sunday March 17 saw our first gathering at our new, temporary accommodation.  A 
rather smaller number were present than at the Mt Waverley closing service a fortnight 
earlier.  An intimate group of 9 came along to the morning service of worship led by 
Neville Jarvis.  The theme was on those well-known words from the first chapter of the 
Book of Joshua, verse 9: “Be strong and of good courage: do not be afraid, nor be 
dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go”. 

   The furniture was elegant and 
all present appreciated the sense 
of devotion created.  Alexis Jarvis 
had sewn the Alpha and Omega 
fall below the Word stand and also 
the one on the collapsible lectern, newly made by Neville Jarvis, for the purpose of safe 
storage at Wadham House.  This latter fall has the Latin words ‘Nunc Licit’, an 
inscription seen by Swedenborg over the door of a temple in the spiritual world built for 
a new dispensation to come (True Christian Religion paragraph 508).  In context it 
translates ‘Now it is permitted to enter with understanding into the truths of faith’. 
 Fortunately we have a secure, sizeable cupboard in which to store all our 
requirements for Sunday services and other occasions.  
 
 

2019 Annual General Meeting 
Sunday 31 March – 2019 Annual General Meeting 
 The annual meeting of members, to which all friends of the Church are equally 
invited, will be held at Wadham House commencing at 11.00am following a shorter 
than normal period of worship.  Members have been sent all relevant reports and 
documents for consideration prior to the meeting.  For those attending, it would be 
helpful if you brought these items with you. 
 IMPORTANT FOR MEMBERS.  Should you not be able to attend, it is most 
important that you complete the Proxy Form and hand it either to your proxy 
or forward it to the Church Secretary (see first page of this Newsletter).  It 
would also be helpful if you could advise the Secretary as soon as possible if 
you are unable to attend to obviate the need for the Board to make contact in 
the days leading up to the meeting. 
 

Visit of Roslyn Taylor 
 The Board is delighted to announce that Roslyn Taylor will be visiting Melbourne 
between 11 May and 11 June 2019 and involved in our activities during that time.  
Roslyn, daughter of the late Rev. Doug and Mrs. Christine (nee Brock, Adelaide New 
Church) Taylor and mother with grandchildren, is currently studying with the USA 
Swedenborg Church with ordination anticipated at their annual conference in June this 
year.  She has a long involvement in New Church education and leadership.  In 
previous years, Roslyn has been a worship leader in a good number of locations in the 
USA; in 2017 and 2018, Roslyn assisted the Lay Leader of the Adelaide New Church 
with worship, Bible & doctrinal study and outreach. 
 Full details of Roslyn’s program while in Victoria will be advised to members and 
friends shortly.   



Diary of Events in April and May 2019 
All activities will take place at Wadham House, 52 Wadham Parade, Mt. Waverley 

unless otherwise advised. 
 

Reminder 

March  
Sunday 31 

Devotional Worship led by Karl Robinson commencing 10.30am 

2019 Annual General Meeting at 11.00am.  

  

April  

Sunday 7 

2.00am 

Clocks go back 1 hour 

Sunday 7 
10.30am 

Family Service led by Neville Jarvis  
There will be Bible story time and related activities for the children 

Sunday 14 No service 

Friday 19 

9.30am 

Good Friday Service led by Karl Robinson 

Sunday 21 

10.30am 

Easter Morning Service.  Worship leader to be advised.  

Sunday 28 No Mt Waverley service  

Ballarat – 318 Fussell Street.  Devotional worship led by Judy Robinson 

commencing 3pm.  For more information, phone (03) 53 315 638 

  

May 2019  

Sunday 5 

10.30am 

Family Service.  Worship leader to be advised.   

There will be Bible story time and related activities for the children 

Saturday 11 Roslyn Taylor arrives in Melbourne 

Sunday 12 No service 

Sunday 19 
10.30am 

Service of Worship led by Roslyn Taylor 

Sunday 26 No service at Mt Waverley  

Ballarat – 318 Fussell Street.  Devotional worship led by Judy Robinson 
commencing 3pm.  For more information, phone (03) 53 315 638 

  

 

ADVANCE NOTICES – June 2019 
 

Sunday 2 
10.30am 

Family service led by Roslyn Taylor. There will be Bible story time 
and related activities for the children 

Sunday 9 No service 

Tuesday 11 Roslyn Taylor departs Melbourne 

 
Duty Roster – Mt. Waverley 

 March 2019:    Sunday 31  Karl & Rose Robinson 
 

 April 2019:  Sunday 7 Elke & Klaus Drevermann 

   Friday 19  Marika Sivak 

   Sunday 21 Marika Sivak 
 

 May 2019:  Sunday 5 Elke & Klaus Drevermann  
   Sunday 19 Norma Whelan / John Cook 
 

 June 2019:  Sunday 2  Alexis & Neville Jarvis 

 

Note:  If you are unavailable on the Sunday allocated, please contact a member of the 

Duty Roster to swap. 


