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New Church: Old Promise, New Promise 

A New Church Day message from Chaplain, Roslyn Taylor 
 

In preparation for New Church Day, we often focus on the promises in 

Revelation and Swedenborg’s writings, about the New Jerusalem and the 

New Church.  These promises are actually old promises as well.  In the 

Hebrew Scriptures, Isaiah (65: 17, 19) also told of new heavens and a new 

earth: 

See, I will create new heavens and a new earth.  

The former things will not be remembered, nor will they come to mind . . .  

the sound of weeping and of crying will be heard in it no more. 
 

Revelation is a letter written by John to the early 

Christian communities. In the familiar chapter 21 

(verses 1 – 5), John reports a vision in which the 

One on the throne promises a New Jerusalem, and 

to make everything new. 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth . . . And 

I saw the holy city - the new Jerusalem -

descending out of heaven from God . . . And I 

heard a loud voice from the throne saying: “Look! 

The residence of God is among human beings . . . 

He will wipe away every tear from their eyes . . . 

“Look! I am making all things new!” 
 

Eight centuries earlier, the same promise had been made to Jewish 

communities.  The promise was then repeated almost seventeen centuries 

later, to established Christian communities.  Swedenborg wrote about the 

New Jerusalem vision in Apocalypse Revealed, paragraph 879: 

This symbolises the New Church to be established by the Lord at the end 
of the previous one . . .  It is called a city . . . because of its teaching and its 
life in accordance with that teaching. 

 

Swedenborg restated the ancient prophecy as a “New Church” to be 

established on earth, which is in harmony with and affiliated with heaven.  

Clearly, this is an important promise, repeatedly given in the Judeo-Christian 

tradition, and in many religious traditions as well.  It’s a hope-filled promise 

of a new and better way of living. 
 

Throughout human history, a “new church” always follows an advent of the 

Divine.  It brings new teachings, and a new way of relating to the Divine.  

Isaiah 65 and Revelation 21 and Swedenborg’s writings all promise a 

beautiful time when people will live in ways that bring heaven on earth, and 

bring more input from the Divine into human lives.  What does this mean for 

the world we live in today? 
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Today Swedenborgian/New Church organisations are bringing onto earth their understanding of heaven 

and the Divine - amongst themselves, to their local communities, to international communities, and to 

online communities.  Many social movements that have been in part influenced by Swedenborg’s work 

have made the world a better place.  We can see this New Jerusalem in public education, child welfare, 

anti-slavery movements, and human rights.  Despite violence, human trafficking, corruption, and 

terrorism, the new and more heavenly stands up to what is not consistent with the realm of the Divine.  

We are already seeing a world more in harmony with heaven, which is likely the descent of the Holy City 

and the beginning of the New Jerusalem around us.  
 

o  O  o 
 

A Personal Letter 
    From Rev. David Moffat 
As members are now aware, it has been my 
pleasure to accept the invitation to become 
spiritual leader to the New Church in Victoria.  I 
know many of the members and friends, but not 
everyone, so I’d like to take the opportunity to 
introduce myself, and my wife Pam.  In the 
coming months, I hope to share something of 
my vision for ministry in Melbourne. 
 

My association with the society began in 1986 
when my father, Rev Trevor Moffat, brought our 
family from Paisley in Scotland to take up 
ministry in Mount Waverley.  I was seventeen years old, with four younger sisters.  At that time, I 
became one of the regular organists, alongside Mrs Margaret Parker, and my mum, Joy Moffat.  I began a 
Bachelor of Music at the University of Melbourne that same year.  
 

As I had also been organising youth group activities for the society, I was nominated to attend a Rotary 
Youth Leadership Awards (RYLA) camp in 1987, where I made a number of good friends, one of whom 
introduced me to Pam Ryall.  We quickly began dating, and discovered some significant mutual 
connections: Pam lived in Greensborough, right up the hill from Chris and Margaret Skinner, and had 
walked a young Suzanne Skinner to primary school many years before.  In fact, on the occasion of our 
first date, Pam’s mum, Rosemary, wandered down the road to enquire about this young man who was 
taking her youngest daughter out. 
 

Pam and I married in 1991, in Pam’s home church, at Doncaster, and we moved to Sydney, where I 
studied education and taught high school music for two years.  Then in December 1993 we moved to the 
UK, taking four month old Alycia with us, to train for ministry, after which I served the Birmingham 
society of the New Church for three years.  Alexander and Ebony were born in England, and we returned 
to Australia in September 2000 to begin a new ministry in Canberra.  After serving the Canberra group in 
full time ministry for six years, I returned to a career in music, as a casual classroom teacher, private 
piano teacher, and piano accompanist.  At present, my ministry is voluntary, both locally and nationally, 
where I currently serve as President of the New Church In Australia. 
 

Pam’s career has been somewhat more varied than mine.  She studied prosthetics and orthotics, and 
worked fitting customised wheelchairs in Sydney prior to Alycia’s birth.  Since then, she has filled a 
variety of roles: cleaning hotel rooms, serving hot chickens at the supermarket deli, in disability services 
as carer and case manager, dental assisting, podiatry assisting, donor services at the blood bank, and 
lately in the public service, most recently with the Department of Health.  
 

We have become very settled in Canberra: it’s easy getting around (we both cycle 20-35 minutes to work 
each day); our children have grown up here in its wide, open spaces; we’ve made good friends; and 
we’ve lived in the same house for 18 years now, the longest I’ve stayed in one place, by more than a 
decade.  Having spent seven years in England, we are not at all fazed by Canberra’s cold, but bright and 
sunny winters.  
 

So, why return to employed ministry?  Why Melbourne?  And why now? 
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Over the course of the last few years, while renewing my acquaintance with the church community on my 
regular visits to Melbourne, I have seen the potential for change and growth emerge, and I feel genuinely 
excited by the prospect of developing something fresh and new.  I feel a renewed hope for the future of 
the church.  We know, from the teachings of our church and the evidence of the world around us, that the 
old forms of religious devotion are rapidly disappearing.  The New Church is perhaps unique in viewing 
this apparent decay as the inevitable outworking of a new spiritual era.  As familiar and comfortable as 
the old traditions are for many of us - me included - the Lord is ringing the changes even as you read this.  
So, I’m pleased the New Church in Victoria acknowledges that, and that the Board has specifically and 
actively sought to engage with creative, new approaches to ministry and what it means to be called, 
“church”.  That is the call to which I enthusiastically respond.  
 

For sure, this has been a difficult decision for us both, requiring a great deal of prayer and contemplation, 
and it represents a real leap of faith.  But so many things have “fallen into place” which allow this to 
happen, as they have not done before.  For example, part of Pam’s work team are based in Melbourne, 
and she was able to have a transfer approved fairly easily.  Now that our children have finished school 
and flown the nest (Alycia to Germany, Alexander in Melbourne, and Ebony will remain in Canberra, at 
least for now), we find ourselves freer to move on to new opportunities to serve the Lord. 
 

I look forward to getting to know you all, and hope that you feel as I do about our future, working 
together for the Lord’s kingdom: the time is right.  

o  O  o 
 

Important announcement concerning the sale of the Church property  
The Board of the New Church in Victoria is really pleased and quite relieved to be able to 
advise members and friends that settlement on the sale of the Church property on High 
Street Road, Mt. Waverley, took place on Monday 20 May 2019.  As advised at the Church 
2019 AGM, the purchaser requested a long delay in settlement just prior to the Contract 
settlement date of 20 March 2019.  A two month delay was successfully negotiated by the 
Board including an additional deposit and penalty interest.  The safe investment of funds 
received, finalising arrangements with Rev. David & Pam Moffat in moving to Melbourne 
early next year and continuing the search for alternate premises in earnest become the 
immediate priorities.  The New Church in Victoria now moves into a new era of its life.       

o  O  o 
 

The New Church in Australia (NCIA) meetings 
Each year the NCIA is required to hold an Annual General Meeting and the representatives 
from the various New Church societies around Australia and New Zealand come together 
for a face-to-face gathering.  The Executive committee of the NCIA, which generally meets 
online to discuss issues, takes the opportunity of holding a meeting in conjunction with the 
AGM.  The President of NCIA, currently Rev. David Moffat, chairs these meetings. This year 
they are being held in Melbourne on Friday 31 May and Saturday 1 June.    This will give 
members and friends of The New Church in Victoria an opportunity to meet and greet the 
NCIA personnel.  Meetings will be held at 4 Bales Street, Mt. Waverley (closest cross street 
being Waverley Road) and there is an open invitation for anyone to call in for an informal 
chat over morning tea at 11am on the Saturday morning.  Due to the amount of business 
on their agenda, approximately half an hour has been allocated for this opportunity. 
Please do think about taking this opportunity to talk with the Executive members of the 
NCIA.  

o  O  o 
 

 

A Piece of (probably irrelevant) Trivia 
One TV program I have enjoyed watching for quite some time now is the BBC’s 
‘QI’ (Quite Interesting) witty quiz.  Maybe you do too.  The original presenter was 
Stephen Fry but now it is Sandi Toksvig in the chair.  Toksvig was a familiar to me 
from my days as Manager of the Swedenborg Centre in Sydney where copies of 
Swedenborg: Scientist and Mystic by a Signe Toksvig (1891–1983) were sold 
occasionally. The book, a classic biography, is considered to be a very useful and 
fairly independent biography which was always good to have available for lending 
and sale.  It gives a sharp, witty and personal insight into the life Swedenborg. 
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Signe Toksvig was a Danish-born writer who emigrated to the United States when she was 
fifteen with her family.  After graduation, she married and the two moved to Ireland, later 
returning to the United States and then relocating to Denmark, where they spent the 
remainder of their lives. She was perhaps best known for two other publications: The Last 
Devil; the biographical Life of Hans Christian Andersen; and her novel Eve's Doctor. 
While not accepting that Swedenborg’s spiritual writings were divinely inspired, Toksvig 
regarded Swedenborg as one of the greatest men who ever lived.  She has made a very 
careful study of his life and writings and conveys them very clearly.  The current edition of 
Swedenborg: Scientist and Mystic includes an introduction by the late New Church Minister, 
Rev. Brian Kingslake providing a Swedenborgian perspective and retrospective on a work 
that remains a fascinating, informative look at Swedenborg's world. 
So you may be asking yourself: Is there a family connection between Signe and Sandi?  A 
recent Google search confirmed a positive answer.  Signe is the great aunt of Sandi.  Sandi 
was born in 1953 in Denmark although she spent her early life in USA. 
Did Sandi meet her great Aunt or has she read her published works?  These questions 
remain unanswered.  Do they matter?  Perhaps simply interesting trivia. 
What is more important is that the biography is still in print (paperback $15).  There are 
currently no copies held in Melbourne but they can be quickly obtained. 

Neville Jarvis 

o  O  o 
 

News of People and Events 
It is somewhat distressing to report that two of our senior retired New Church Ministers in 
Australia, both well-known to us in Victoria, have recently undergone operations.  Rev. 
Ian Arnold (Brisbane), who has been battling with a number of health issues in recent 
years, required an operation earlier in May to deal with a twisted bowel.  He is now 
recovering at home but finds he has a considerable lack of energy. 
Rev. Julian Duckworth, previously the Minister in Roseville Sydney, now living in Port 
Macquarie, has had vasculitis (an autoimmune disease which causes inflammation of blood 
vessels) in the knee for several years requiring a fairly strong drug to deal with it.  After 
settling down it flared up again and the treatment was steroids.  Earlier in May while on a 
longish walk, Julian tore a quadriceps muscle in his left leg, not uncommon when on long-
term steroids.  He had to be taken to the Royal North Shore hospital in Sydney where he 
had an operation on 17 May to repair the torn tendon.  Regrettably, it was discovered that 
the tendon was dying and not simply a normal tear which will have to be dealt with.  It was 
also learned that the torn tendon had grown a staph infection.  Julian is recovering well 
from the surgery and walking on crutches with a brace holding his knee straight.  He is on   
intravenous antibiotics and going to be in hospital for longer than anticipated.  
Our prayers for healing and a good recovery are with both Ian and Julian. 
 

Roslyn Taylor was officially welcomed among us 
following the Sunday service on 19 May which 
Roslyn conducted.  Those members and friends of 
the congregation who were free joined Roslyn after 
the service for a barbecue in Jells Park, thankfully a 
warm and sunny late Autumn day. Apologies were 
received from those unable to come along.  
        

The program of activities taking place during 
Roslyn’s time in Victoria are set out in the following 
Diary of Events.  Ros will be pleased to visit you; 
contact details are phone 0478 102 052 and email 
hrtaylor@temple.edu.  Do think about being in 
touch with Ros, making her welcome before she 
leaves Victoria on 11 June and maybe inviting her to call by, perhaps offering refreshments 
or even a meal.  
 

A delightful card has been received from Margaret Skinner thanking all the Church folks for 
saving used stamps she passes to Leprosy Mission Victoria which assist in the raising of 
funds for helping those affected by leprosy around the world, a curable disease if treated 
early enough.   Margaret asks that we carefully cut around stamps in future to make it 
easier to process them.  See page 6 for more details on Leprosy Mission. 

mailto:hrtaylor@temple.edu
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Diary of Events in June and July 2019 
All activities will take place at Wadham House, 52 Wadham Parade, Mt. Waverley 

unless otherwise advised. 
 

Reminder May  

Saturday 25 

   10am – 4pm 
 

Sunday 26 
   3pm 
 

Wednesday 29 

   10.30am    

 

Day seminar (10am to 4pm). Leader: Roslyn Taylor.   

  Topic – The Lord’s Prayer.  Refreshments provided. BYO lunch. 
 

Ballarat – 318 Fussell Street. Devotional worship led by Judy Robinson 
  For more information, phone (03) 53 315 638 
 

Bible study led by Roslyn Taylor on Matthew 22: 36 – 40  

  Two (or three) Laws of Love 

  

June  

Saturday 1 

 

New Church in Australia – Executive meeting & AGM 

  See separate article above 

Sunday 2 

   10.30am 

Family Service led by Roslyn Taylor  

There will be Bible story time and related activities for the children 

Wednesday 5 

   2.30pm 

Bible study led by Roslyn Taylor on Revelation 21:5  

  Making all things new 

Saturday 8 

   2.30pm 

Spiritual seminar led by Roslyn Taylor 

  Providence: Getting you into a Heavenly place 

  Followed by an evening meal at a local restaurant 

Tuesday 11 Roslyn Taylor returns to USA via Sydney 

Sunday 9  No Mt. Waverley service  

Sunday 16 

   10.30am 

New Church Day Service led by Rev. John Teed.  The Sacrament of 

the Lord’s Holy Supper will be included 

Sunday 23 No Mt. Waverley service 

Sunday 30 No Mt. Waverley service 
Ballarat – 318 Fussell Street.  Devotional worship led by Judy Robinson 

commencing 3pm.  For more information, phone (03) 53 315 638 

  

July 2019  

Sunday 7 
   10.30am 

Family Service led by Neville Jarvis   
There will be Bible story time and related activities for the children 

Sunday 14 No service 

Sunday 21     

   10.30am 

Service of Worship led by Karl Robinson 

Sunday 28 No service at Mt Waverley  

Ballarat – 318 Fussell Street.  Devotional worship led by Judy Robinson 

commencing 3pm.  For more information, phone (03) 53 315 638 

  

Following Month - August 

Sunday 4 

   10.30am 

Family Service led by Neville Jarvis   

There will be Bible story time and related activities for the children 
 

Duty Roster – Mt. Waverley 

 June 2019:    Sunday 2  Alexis & Neville Jarvis 
   Sunday 16 Rose & Karl Robinson 
 

 July 2019:  Sunday 7 Elke & Klaus Drevermann 
   Sunday 21 Marika Sivak 
 

 August 2019:  Sunday 4 Elke & Klaus Drevermann  
  

Note:  If you are unavailable on the Sunday allocated, please contact a member of the 

Duty Roster to swap. 
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A MESSAGE FROM LEPROSY MISSION TO STAMP COLLECTORS 
 

Generous supporters like you help spread the word about leprosy and raise important funds.  
Thanks to you, people affected by leprosy, can access cure, care and treatment.  You bring hope, 
healing and dignity to those who are facing the devastating effects of this curable disease. 
 
Leprosy is curable but its diagnosis brings its own set of challenges.  If not treated early, leprosy can 
cause irreversible nerve damage leading to ulcers and deformities.  Other complications can include 
blindness and chronic infection requiring amputation. 
 
In addition to physical challenges, many people affected by leprosy often experience stigma from 
their community and even family members.  Where the stigma of leprosy is widespread, the 
diagnosis often comes with a feeling of "being cursed" causing people to hide and not seek 
treatment. 
 
Leprosy affects people physically but it can also destroy their psychological and social health.  This 
damage is a result of stigma - the feeling of being rejected and unwanted that some people 
experience due to having leprosy.  Stigma is common and a devastating phenomenon that can lead 
to isolation, Ioss of livelihood, poverty and neglect. 
 
Volunteers of the Leprosy Mission Australia sort and sell donated stamps at stamp fairs.  The money 
they raise is then used to support projects in Timor-Leste (East Timor), Nepal, Nigeria, India, Papua 
New Guinea and Thailand.  100 donated stamps can raise enough money to cure someone affected 
by leprosy.  So every single stamp counts.  An exotic stamp to the right collector could even cure 
hundreds of people affected by leprosy! 
 

    https://www.leprosymission.org.au/ 

 

https://www.leprosymission.org.au/

